
ABIOTIC 
 

A = not 
Bio = life 
Tic = of 

 
Abiotic means not of life. 

 
Something that was never alive and 

never will be alive. 
 

Can you find an example? 

LIGHT 
 

Light is abiotic (not of life) 
 

Plants (including trees) take energy 
from sunlight to make food. 

 
They make the food by photosynthesis. 

 
All living things need food. 

 
If the plants could not make food from 
the sun, what would happen to all the 

living things that eat plants? 

AIR 
 

Air is abiotic (not of life) 
 

Every living thing on this planet needs 
air. 
 

We need to breathe oxygen from the 
air. 
 

Plants and trees need carbon dioxide 
from the air. 

 
Can you guess how fish breathe 

oxygen? 

WATER 
 

Water is abiotic (not of life) 
 

All living things need water. 
 

Is all water the same? No! Some water 
has more salt than other water. 

 
What likes to live in or drink fresh 
water? What likes salty water? 

SOIL 
 
 

Plants (including trees) grow from the 
soil and use nutrients from it. 

 
The soil provides shelter for the roots 

of plants. 
 

Soil also provides shelter for other 
creatures. 

 
Can you think of something that lives 

in the soil? 

BIOTIC 
 

Bio = life 
Tic = of 

 
Biotic = of life 

 
Something that is living, was living or 
is part of something that was living. 

 
How many things can you find that are 

biotic (of life?) 
 
 



PRODUCERS 
 

Produce = to make 
 

Producers make their own food. 
 

Plants (including trees) produce their 
own food from sunlight, water, and 

carbon dioxide from the air. 
 

Can animals or humans produce food in 
their bodies from the sunlight? 

 
How do we get energy if not from the 

sunlight? 

CONSUMERS 
 

Consume = to eat 
 

Consumers eat producers. 
 

Humans and other animals eat plants 
for energy. 

 
Plants get their energy from the sun. 

 
Can I still get energy if I eat meat 

from a cow? 

DECOMPOSERS 
 

Decompose = to break down 
 

Decomposers break down dead 
consumers and dead producers. 

 
When a plant or animal dies, it doesn't 

stay on the ground forever! 
 

Decomposers help make the dead things 
turn back into basic building blocks. 

 
Can you think of a way that 

decomposers get rid of your food 
waste? 

FUNGI     
 BACTERIA      

INVERTEBRATES 
 

Fungi (like mushrooms), bacteria, and 
invertebrates are decomposers. 

 
Can you find some decomposers here? 

What are they decomposing? 

 


